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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
General objective of the study is try to understand and explain as of why the child labour persists in India amidst the high economic growth rates
experienced in the post-1991 economic reform era. The examination has a dual focus. At first, the nature of economic growth in the post-1991
reform period is studied in terms of its ability to reduce the supply and demand factors that cause child labour. Poverty reduction, economic
inequalities, social sector expenditure and changes in the production structure of the economy are in the main focus. Second, the aim is to analyse
the impact of Indian social structure in the post-1991 reform period on the persistence of child labour. Finally, a case study of Karur district in
Tamil is used to compliment the analysis.
The methods of qualitative research are applied and as such the thesis will not attempt to provide accurate quantitative interrelationships between
factors that cause child labour in India but rather to provide explanations and proposals as of why this might be.
The study and the case study shows that in terms of its impact on eradication of child labour, the impact of ten years of gradualist economic
reforms sends a mixed picture. Poverty reduction has been uneven with great disparities between states and regions, in particular the disparities
between rural and urban areas persist. Even as economy has been booming, many public services have worsened. In some sectors there has been
impressive progress made but the differences in terms access to these services along caste and regional lines are remarkable. The development in
provision of public services such as education and health care also suffer from regional and sectoral bias. In terms of education, for a developing
country India still spends far more money on tertiary education than on primary education. The growth of industrial production requires educated
labour force, therefore improving the quality of education would be essential for the future of India.The economic growth in India has in
particular fuelled the capital-intensive sectors, at the expense of the labour-intensive industries which would bring employment and incomes for
the poor. Agricultural sector has suffered from lack of government investments.
In addition to these factors, and probably in part behind all these factors are the social and cultural factors. Most of the child workers of India
belong to the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes or to the Muslim community. Despite the fact that economic growth in India proceeds,
caste-based discrimination continues in India and access to education and social status are still determined by the individuals caste status. The
case study of rural Karur district confirms many of these notions.
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